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Glancing over the young adult section of any bookstore, one will inevitably notice that most of the novels are about the supernatural realm. Anecdotes and fictions of the imaginative world capture adolescents’ hearts that are yearning for fantasies. The Lord of the Rings, a legendary number-one series written by J. R. R. Tolkien, has brought elves and dwarfs alive. More recently, the famous Harry Potter series and Twilight Saga have made wizards and vampires blooming respectively. It is now time for teenagers to move on and be introduced to a new clan of breathtakingly marvelous and extravagant creatures – the Nephilim. Cassandra Clare, author of The Mortal Instruments series, has reformed the offspring of the "sons of God" and the "daughters of men" from Genesis into brave warriors called the Shadowhunters. Shadowhunters are no longer giants but secretive race of humans born with angelic blood. They are a demon hunting race that has survived for over one thousand years and have sought to protect human beings.   This novel City of Bones is the first book in this New York Times bestselling series
The plot starts with fifteen-year-old Clary Fray being introduced to the secret tribe of Nephilim warriors after witnessing the slaying of a demon.  Clary is brought back to the Institute by one of the Shadowhunters Jace Wayland after being attacked by demon when looking for her mysteriously missing mother.  As Clary joins forces with Jace and few other Shadowhunters, they take the adventurous quest to save her mother. They also have to retrieve the Mortal Cup, one of the three Mortal Instruments, which is an artifact that turns human into Shadowhunters, before the villain Valentine Morgenstern can get his hands on it. This creates a sense of urgency throughout the whole novel, as the young Shadowhunters have to race against time, cavorting around the enchanted New York City, into vampire lairs and decaying institutions to find Valentine’s stronghold. Jace and Clary's story eventually ends as they appreciate the wonders of the world laid out before them.

In City of Bones, a magical combination of mystery and danger confront one another, making this fiction more stimulating as ever. The complicated family love and deep bonds between friends are also highlights of the story.  Jace is taught that "to love is to destroy and that to be loved is to be the one destroyed”. However his love for his adoptive siblings and most of all, Clary, makes teenagers wonder if one of love’s attributes is self-sacrifice in honor of the person you love, and to become vulnerable to the person which means destroying the walls you have made to survive the world. In the end this can destroy you if that person does not appreciate your love. Just as Clary has said “when you love someone, you don’t have a choice… love takes your choices away”, this evokes readers’ sympathy for the star-crossed lovers and creates wonder upon the mythical world of love. 
There are also a lot of prejudice and outright hatred in this book. The sense of duty is also being accentuated. There are Laws that govern the fate of the Shadowhunter world and also govern the lives of those bound to them, creating excellent conflicts and dramas in it. The motto of the Nephilim, “Sed lex dura lex”, meaning “the Law is hard, but it is the Law” depicts the moral absolutism of teenagers. It is easy, as youngsters, to believe in good and evil, in light and dark. Yet “sometimes the Law is too hard” and this highlights the conflicts arising between the younger generations of Shadowhunters, Jace, Clary and their friends with the higher authorities in the Nephilim world, Valentine and the Consul. It also teaches adolescents that while we may not always agree with others, opposing it through something terrible would not make it right. No matter how much we think the covenant is useless and law fraudulent, we should never amend a mistake by another mistake.

The characters all have differing personalities and the strengths which they display is something that youngsters nowadays should learn from. Jace’s rippling pectorals no doubt immediately draw readers on the surface, but inside he is troubled and conflicted. While holding most people in disdain, Jace is in fact quite chivalrous towards those he loves. He seems to be extremely arrogant, as he believes himself to be “the best Shadowhunter”. However deep down inside, beneath this flippant exterior, lies a vulnerable soul in constant torment. Even when being told that “sarcasm is the last refuge to the imaginatively bankrupt”, his response is that he simply uses his “rapier wit to hide [his] inner pain”. He is filled with a deep-seated rage which he channels into fighting demons. He may be a skilled fighter, but he is not perfect. He is impulsive and rash, rushing into things regardless of the risks. Yet this also demonstrates that he is so devoted in saving humanity that he is willing to sacrifice himself. 

Despite his perpetual prickliness, Jace is also very passionate. When he falls in love with Clary, he does everything in his power to protect her from harm. He has a strong moral core, but also exhibits sadistic tendencies which can be extremely vindictive, though often only cruel to protect those he loves. Jace’s cynical and sarcastic sense of humour is highly amusing and effective at relieving moments of tension. Moreover, it is described that Jace is “not a liar” about “important things”. He will tell people “horrible truths, but he won’t lie”. This makes readers ponder upon whether horrible truths or lies out of kindness are better. Throughout the novel, Jace’s character is revealed to have great depth which allows readers to relate to him on a stronger level than many other characters. For instance, Jace’s personality can be very arrogant and rude, but through his actions, especially towards Clary and the things Clary cares most about, he demonstrates that he is very affectionate, kind, and thoughtful. Watching Jace progresses through his personal battles throughout the whole novel will help inspire readers and provide courage and guidance to deal with their own issues.

The most captivating and entrancing scene in the whole novel is definitely the moment when Clary and Jace pay a visit to the derelict hotel Du mort to save Clary’s human friend, Simon Lewis from the New York vampire clan. With Jace’s courage and Clary’s determination, the pair finally rescues Simon through multiple dangers and obstacles, from encountering vampires to being chased by werewolves. This again demonstrates Jace’s love for Clary because he is willing to go through all the troubles just to save a mundane (term used by the Nephilim to describe humans) he does not even like.  Most important, this forces him to break the Shadowhunters Law. Jace understands that if anything has happened to Simon, Clary would have been hurt. His reckless yet heroic act conveys his change of personality, as Clary is the first person outside his family whose happiness he has ever taken into consideration.

It is not only the intelligent plot that charms the youths, but the epigraphs, settings and the symbolism also enhances the story. The notable writer polishes her richly detailed, excellent conceived work in a nicely-scripted way, which gives a perfect touch to this exceptionally exciting story.  City of Bones takes readers to a large variety of exotic and mundane locales. It is set in a magical place of wonder – New York City with Shadowhunters strongholds, demon lairs hidden from mortal eyes by magical glamour and the haunting Silent City hidden beneath the city’s cemetery. This new perspective of the modern city gives readers a more populous and amazing image than we have ever imaged. The site of the Renwick’s Ruin further creates an image of a historical, romantic and picturesque architect, evoking memories of the past.

Other than the vivid portrayal of the characters crafted by Cassandra Clare and the punctilious care upon the language, words that cannot be spoken – runes, also play a significant role in City of Bones.  Runes and the Mortal Instruments are special features of this book which create another mystical world for readers. The abundance of heavenly and hellish creatures in the novel portrays its characters to be smaller pieces of a larger struggle. Epigraphs also give a perfect touch to this impeccable novel as they illuminate important aspects of the story. The first epigraph from Paradise Lost by John Milton highlights the fact that readers are about to travel with the characters into a dark and mysterious place and that we are blind to the magical world that lie right in front of us, masked by a magical veil. We are unaware of the angels and demons that live among us. The final epigraph from The Descent by William Carlos Williams indicates that Clary and her fellow Shadowhunters’ quest will soon be the intense focus as the plot ultimately barrels through to the finish line.

This book is definitely a respectable and worthy choice for teenagers who are prepared for a terrifically clever thriller and heart-throbbing romance.  I would recommend it to everyone as it is a sumptuous and amazing novel that one should not miss. The characters in the story are portrayed in such a vivid way that will imprint on your mind and add to the delight and satisfaction of reading this novel. It also explains various issues such as prejudice, love and revenge. Most of all, the issues of duty and obligation are being accentuated. Adolescents are taught to always judge wisely and think deeply instead of just observing the surface of a matter. You will find yourself uncontrollably caught in the luxurious plot until the turning of the very last page.  Girls will be especially drawn to the romance, and the drama that unfolds within personal relationships. Boys will undoubtedly love all the action and suspense. Most of all, the mythical fantasy would appeal to all teenagers. City of Bones calls upon a wide variety of fantasy elements, showcasing not only vampires and werewolves, but also angelic half-humans – the Nephilim. Each and every page will unveil new drama, fresh revelation and a new jaw-dropping experience. Cassandra Clare has indeed successfully packed the whole novel with tension and suspense. 
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